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‘GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJICTS

Under Anplicafion 1562 the City of Pasadena proposss to eppropriate
14.5 cubic feet‘ per second throughout the entire year from Arroyo Ss=co tribu-
tery to the Los Angeles River in Los Angeles County for municipal purposes
‘witbhin the C‘i'ty of Pa_sxadena, the diversion of this amount to be mede possibls
'by reaéoﬁ of flood control storacge in the Devil's Gete Reservoir of the Los
.Angeies County Flood Control Distriet which has & capacity of 4,550 acre faet, ..
- The point of diversion i.s gescribed as belng S. 10° 08 W, 8,523.5 fee.t from
_the.N.W. comsar of Sactién 5 T1N, R12 7, 3.B.B. & ¥. The sapplication |
--wgs pzﬁtestéd by Herry G. Pollay, Oak Lodge Land and Vater Company, Eillerest
i 7“.1_1{3.1tual Tater Company, State Loan and Investment Company, Velley ater Company,.
' San Gebriel Valley fater Company &nd the City of Alhembra.

Under Application 3302 the City of Alhambrs proposes &an a.ppmpriﬁ-'

. tion of 2,425 gcre feet per annum of the wailers of Arroyc Seco, storsge of- '
- th_eée waters to be made in the Devil's Gate Reserveir frcm atout October lst °
to ebout May 3dst of each scason end the water to te used for rmaniecipal pur-
'pésas within the City of Alhembra. The poini of diversion is dsseribed .as.
being S. 10° 15% 40" 7. 8019.39 feet from N.¥. corner of Section 5, T 1 K,
R12 v, S.B.ﬁ. % M. The epplication was protested ‘by Oek Leodge Land and |
Weter Company, Hillcres.t Jutual VWater Company, Stete Loan and Imrest_ment

Company, Valley Water Company, San Gebriel Valley Water Cowpany end the City

of Pasadens.




PROTESTS

Henry G. Pollay appsars to have some persomal grievance against the

.Cify.of Pasadena arising out of its reputed fmilure to compensate him for
stock when the Lake Vineyerd Lend and Eater Association deedsed its rights to
the City. He protests ageinst the application of the City of Pesadena to

.appropriate "all"™ of the water to be impounded in Devil's Cate Reservoir.

Oek Lodce Land snd Wetsr Company, Eillcrest Mutual %ater Commany,

and the State Loan end Investrent Comneny allege in effect that there ere

no public waters or lends involved and therefore this office hss no juris-

diction in the matter. Thsy claim thet they have entered into &n agreersnt

o ;with'the Floed Control District whereby in exchange for allowing the District

 gravels,

_ to flood their lands they were to have the right to develop water thereon
and the right of use when not flooded.

The Valley 7ater Compesny alleges in effect thet there are no pub-

1ie ﬁaters or public lards involved and tkerefore this office has mo juris~
diction iﬁ the matter and that the appicval of the application would prevant
the mnderground reservoii from which its supply is obtained from being re-
" plenished dus to the fact that silt would be deposited over the bed of the

| ‘reservoir thereby preventing the water from percolsting into the sands and '

The City of Passdena protests Application 3302 on the greunds that

thére are no unappropriated'watera in Arroyo Seco excert the flood wmters
upon which Application 1562 was f;led and thet the City of FTassdena OWLS

aubsféntially the entire areas to bé flooded by the weters in Devil's Gale
Reservolr. |

Tha City of Alhambra alleges in eftect thet the withdrsmal of

'fwaters under Application 1362 would result in depleting tpe waters in the
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lower basin from which its supply is obtained and objscis to the attempt of

the City of Pasaderns to appropriate for itself all of the impounded weter
which would normelly have flowed domm the Arroyo Seco to replenish its under-
ground supply.

The San Gabriel Velley Tater Company alleges in effect that there

are nq unappropriated waters in irroyo Seco except in extremely wet years
end that 1f Applications 1562 and 3302 are approved and Devil's Gate reser-
'voir-éperéted in the future as it bas been in the past, the mter supply of
' the Company will be depleted. ) |

The City of South Tasadena althongh not a record protestant pricr

- to thakhaaring is concerned over the effect which the proposed diversiona
:-may_have on the ground weter levels within the Pagadens Basin.

HEARING SET IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEZCTION la

OF T4 wATLR COILISSION ALY

iﬁplicationslﬁﬁz aﬁd 3302 wera 6anpleted es requireﬁ by the Eatai
-Comﬁiésion Act 2nd the rules.and regulations of the Division of Yiater Rights
and being proteéted.were set f&r a public hearing in éccardance wifh Section
: .§5_§f ths Water Commission Act on September 23, 1924, at 10:00 o'clock A.M.
' in Room B1i8 Paclfic ﬁinance 5uildin Los Angelas. of this hearing appli-
| cants ‘and record protestants were notified. |

PHYSIOGRAPHY S0 EYDROGEAPHY

The Pasedena basin comprises some 21,400 mcres of land 1ying

" porth of what is locally known as the Reymond Eill Dike which is an under-

'ground barrier exteniing from Arrcyo Seco through Haymond Eill and by w2y

of Sunny Slope to the main renge of the San Gabriel Kountains near Moprovis.
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.The Besin is divided at the northerly end by another dike or bar-
_rier extending fProm the Devil's Gate dam of the Los Ang2les County Tlood
Confrol District on the Arroyo Seco through what is knovn as lonk Bill teo
- the maiﬁ 3an Gabriel Range northeasterly of Altadena. The basin lying be-
tween the foothills on the north snd the lonk Hill dike is designatsd as the
1 Mbnk.Hill Dike Dasin and the basin lying south of the Monk EHill dike and
w._north of the Reymond Hill dike 1s knomn as the Raymond Hill Dikre Besin,
- The ground weters in the Paesadena basin are recharged by waters
'or Arroyo Seco epd its tributaries, Los Flores Cenyom, Faton Canyon, Santa
Anita canyon, Little Santa Anita Cenyon end numereus other smallerT streams
o dnaining a watershed of apprcximately 55 square miles. The waters are also
| .rgcharged by precipitation uvon the valley floor.
| According to ths dats secured Guring the San CGadbriel Investige-
”:tlon &nd incorporated in Table 15, page 47 of the report submltted under
:date of Nowember 15, 1926, the average precipitation on the Pagadena Basin
.4.ﬁas 19.9.iﬁchas. Of the water reaching the basin the_average'annual moun-é
’:tain runoff was 14,340 acre feet én& fhéx froﬁ-precipitation cn the valley
:;}‘rloor wes 36,010 acTe feet, or a totel of 50,350 acre feet.
Tha largest source of supply from the mountein runoff is from the

.Arroyo Sece waich has a total drainage area of approxime tely 0 square wiles

" above the Devil’s Gate dam of which epproximately 1l6.4 squars miles are

above the Ranser Station near the mouth of the canyon.
_ " The Arroyo Seco after leesving the mouth of the carnyon gt the foot

| éf.the Sjerra Madrg Mbunfdins, flows southerly alonz the westerly side of
the Pasadena areﬁ over a broad, sand, gravel and bouldsr chapnele 7L8 chan-.

nel passes across and over the Nomk Hill Dike at the Mevil's Gate” »lLere it

s
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is narrow between eranite wells. Below this point it'again breadens oub
1nto an absorptive chennel extending scutherly to Sheep Correl Sirings &t
the Raymond ¥i1l Dike a short distance below the Coloredo Street Bridge.
The Arroyo Seco is ordinarily dry as its neme implles but during

the winter mopths there is often a large flow which finds its way to the

"'_ ocean, & table prerared by the City of Pasaderna from records of the Water

‘-Resources Branch of the United Stetes Geological Survey gives the average

annnal runcff over the period fyom 1910 tc 1924 from an erea of l6.4 squaTe
miles of wmtershed as being 9,750 acre feet with a maximum of 25,000 acre
=feet end a minimum of 800 acre feet.

THE LOS ANGELSS uOUYTY FLOCD CONTROL PROIECT

| Accafding to the report of the Bosrd of hngineers of Flood Control
..tq{tﬁe Bbar& of Supervisors of Los Angeles County submitted uﬁder dete of
‘ . iuly.9? -1915 _the'maximuﬁ flood discharge of the Arrcyo Seco oeeurred in
February 1914 wrken it wms estimated there was & flOW'Of 14,136 second Teet
.at Colorado Street bridge sbout three mi¢es below Devil's Gate. This flood
. was. partlcularly destructive to houses and jmprovements in the City of Los
 .Angeles for 8 distance of two mi1es above the junction of tie Arrovo Seco
" &nd the Los Angeles Hiver, and %o av01d similar disaster in the future it
- was recoﬁmendedrthat e flood control reservoir be constructed at Devil's
~Cate by means of which the flood crests nmight be reduced.
| The lands 40 be submerged by the waters impounded at Devil's Gate
as well as the dam site were for the most part owned by the City of Tasadena
. and under date of Yay 1, 1919, tke City granted the Flocd Control District

an easement authorizing the comtruction of the dam at Devil's Gate and the

- impounding of waters in the resarvoir upon rmricipelly owned land, the orly




consideration.being that in return for the use of these lands tke Distriet,
to the extent consistent with the purpose of flood control and the main-.
ténance of the dam, would so store and control the waters thet the City of
Pasadens wculd_derive the greatest possible benefit from the flooding of
its 1ands, and thet no water impounded should be permitted to flow waste-
fully'or uﬁnecessarily. Tre construction, maintenence ard managemeﬁt of
the dam end the disposition of weters thereby was to be solely under ike
control of the Flood Control District.

o "In 1919-1920 the dam and reservolr were constructed; the reser-
voir having a capacity of 4,550 acre feet. The submerged area overlies

: the tunnels of the City of Pasadena which were installed meny years ago by
ﬁeéns of whicﬁ the City is in a position to teke the water directly from
i‘stérage.

; in ﬁrder to avail itesif of the ﬁse of flood waters restréinéd.
s .in the Devil's Gate Feservoir, the City of Pasadensa filed Applic ation 1562.

USE OF WATIR TROL PASADINA BASIN

From the bonk Hill Dike Pesin, withdrawals are made by the City
']'of'Pasadena, Vélley'ﬁater Company, Lincoln Avenue Vater Comnany, the Osk

"~ Lodge Land and Water Co_nany, the Bubio Land and Water &ssociation and

' - Las Flores Water Company. The City of Pasadena is much the larger dlverter.

' From the Reymond Hill Dike basin withdrawals are made by the
Cities of Pasadena, South Pasedena, Alharbra, Sen larino, Sén_Gabriel axd
- pumerous small watar comreniss,
| | The City of Pasadena slso obtains & portion of its supply from

the surface waters of Arroyo Seco 2bove the Devil's Cats dam and £rom

tunnels and other diversion works at Devil's Gate.




Due to the incressed draft in recent years snd the deficiency in

precipitation the water planes in the Pasadena area end more particularly in

~ the lower Raymond Hill Dike basin have been receding &nd it sppears thst the '

average snnuzl draft upon the besin may exceed the snnuel replenishment.

The City of Alhembra, the Cilty of South Pasadena and the San Gabriel

 Yater Compeny vhich surplies the City of San lerino are particularly con-

cefnéd as most of their supply is obtained by withdrawels from the lower

baein and they fear that if the epplication of the City of Pasadensa were ape~

o proved it would prevent the replenishment of the lower basin by waters wkich

would otherwise enter it through the Arroyo Seco.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

. The principal issue involved in this proceeding is whether or not

."_the’pr0posed diversion of the City of Pasadens under its Application 1302

 would deprive the pratestants'of water to which they are lawfully entitled.

Applicetion 1562 is not filed for the purpose of appropriating

ground water or waters which contribute to the norral percclation into ine

‘pasadens area to which the protestants ere entitled but for flood waters
* whiehunder conditions existing prior to the construction of the Devil's Gele

'feServoir would heve found their way to the ocezn without having served eny

useful or beneficial purpose. As such they come within the jurisdictiha ot

 this office.

It is sdmitted by the City of Alhambra, City of Scuth Pesadena ead

" the San Gabriel Velley Tater Company that they have no objecticrs to the Te-

tention and subseguent appropriation of any flood waters #hich would paes the

Raymond Hill Dike. {Transcript, pages &9, 21)

The reservoir will be controlled end operated by the Flood Conrirol



District and the burden will be upen the District to so operate the reservoir

as to.inéure efficisnt flocd control without interfering with the rights of
those dependent upon the underground #aters of Pessdens basin for their gup-
'ply; |

It appears reasonabls to assume that the desiltied watsrs feleased
by the District under éontrol over & longer period of tims tc creats ca;acit#
fdr otﬁer flood waters, will hsve & tendency to increase rather tﬁaﬂ o def
_cfaase the underground waters of the Pasadens erea. . |

" E The City of Alkambra urges that as its citizens contributed to the -

fgndé which made the construction of Devil's Cate dam possible it skould be
VallOWBd to participate in whatever benefits may result from the reservoir
',opgration. But this is not the law of eppropriation. The reservoir was conf
.gtructéd for flood control rather than conservation purposes and the City of
Pasadena was firet to file its eapplication. Application 3302 of the City of
Alhogbra wes filed more than threé'years efter the filing of Application 1562
hy the City of Pasadena. ¥irst in time ig first in.right and according to -
 the City of Alﬁambra thére'would not be sufficient unaﬁpropristed water -
kaiailable to make it wﬁrth while fo proceed under Appiication 3302 if Appli-
cation 1562 ﬁere approved, | |

£s to the contention that the proposed storage would result in
éiltihg up the reserVOi: to such sn extent that it would reduce the percola=-
tioﬁ through the cravels, it may be said that this complzint if valid should
be directed agéinst the Flood Control District and pot acainst the City of

~ Pasadena which is merely asking to take from the waters of the reservoir when

they are available.




CONCLUSION

///#1' A@ﬁli&atioﬁ 1882 15 for an sppropriation of 14.5 cudle fzet peT
“(a/second as may be made avallable by storage in Devil's Gate Basefvoir having'
'ﬁ capacity of 4,550 sere feet. T¥hile a continuous direct flow sllowance
of 14.5 cubic feet per second is equivelext to a guantity more then twice

the capacity of the reservoir it is possible that the réservoir may be filled
and emptied more than Onée during a year and the epplicant wishes to avail
itself of the replenishrent.

The dem site end lands to be flooded ere owned by the City of
Pasadena anﬂ as steted above an sgreement has been entered into hetween the
City ard the distrlct whereby the District is oblirea to operate the reser-
.voir in such & manner as to afford the City the greatest benefit consonant
with the maxinum £1o0d control benefit., The pur-ese to which the water is
to be put is o useful and beneficiasl onme and it therefors eppears that
Appiication 1562 suoulﬁ be approved. | |

The Clty of Alhambra has scguired no r,ght of access to the Devil'
Cats dam or reservoir, has not entered into any coLmractual relations with
‘ tke Flood 001trol District, and apparently ig not in & position to proceed
with the project should Application 3302 be approved. It admits. thet if
Applicatioa 1562 were epproved tters would not be sﬁfficient wmapprepriated
water availeble to meke it wortk while to proceed. It is therefore the

opinion of this office that Application'SSOz be cancelled.
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Applications 12862 and 3202 for permits to appropriste water tavirg

. been filed with the Division of Water Rights as ebeve stated, protects raving
 been Teceived, a public hearinz having been held and the Division of Tater
Resources novw being fully informed in the premises: |
1T ISVEEREBY ORDZERED thet Lpplicetion 1862 be epproved and that a
permit_be grantéd to the epplicant subject tc sush of the usuel terss ard
- conditions as may be appropriate, and
IT IS5 BEEREEBY FURTEER CRDERED thot Appllcatlon 2302 be Tejected
and cancellad upon the records of this office.
EITEESS oy kand and the seal of the Departosnt of Public %arks of

._ the Stete of Califormia this 7152; day of 7/LM , 1230,

TAHD EYATT, State Engineer
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